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EVANGELISM
DEFINITION/BIBLICAL OVERVIEW
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PURPOSE

• To create excitement for evangelism (and for the gospel)

• To show that evangelism is core to the churches mission (Being a light)

• To suggest a church plan and individual plan 

• To empower others for evangelism by giving practical tips.

• To reach our community for Christ.  
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OLD TESTAMENT: THE GOSPEL INTENDED 
FOR ALL NATIONS
• Genesis 1-11: From Creation to Babel. 

• Has God rejected the nations in wrath forever? 

• Shows the extent of sin (cf. Gen 6:5; Gen 8:21) 

• Genesis 12 Taken out of the nations to be a blessing of nations

• The particular aspect of the promise: His seed

• The universal aspect of the promise: Blessing for all nations

• God made a covenant with his people SO THAT the nations might join in with that blessing.
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OLD TESTAMENT: A LIGHT TO THE NATIONS

• Israel's success! Psalm 67:1-5 (cf. Ps 9:11; 18:49; 47:1; 66:8; 67:3; 96:2-3; Ps 105:1, ect.)

• Israel's failure

• End in exile from God's land (Similar to Eden) 

• Reason: Sin, rebellion, disobedience: 

• Genesis 6:5; 8:22; Jeremiah 13:22-23; 17:9; Daniel 9:13; Hosea 5:4

• The promise of Light: Isaiah 49:6 / 60:2-3 / Zechariah 8:23
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OLD TESTAMENT SUMMARY

• All of humanity is under sin

• God makes a covenant with one so that through him he might be a blessing of nations.

• The goal of Gods covenant people was always missional… But it was impossible even for 
them because of the heart of humanity was desperately wicked!

• The consequence of sin is Gods righteous judgement, and exile from his presence

• The problem was not outward. It was inward. They needed new hearts. 
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CONNECTING OLD AND NEW

• Jesus Christ is the true Israel the light of the world that gives light to all men – restoring fellowship with God
• He is the second (Perfect) Adam (Romans 5:12ff)

• He is the seed of Abraham the blessing nations. (Galatians 3:15-28)

• He is the everlasting righteous and ultimate king (Matthew 28:17; Rev 4-5)

• He is the fulfillment of the law (Matthew 5:17-20)

• And it is he who says… 

• He says “Your sins are forgiven” (Sin)

• He says, “he who believes in me will live even though he dies.” (Death)

• He says, “I am the way the truth and the life” (Lies)

• He says, “never will I leave you never will I forsake you.” (Exile)

• He says, “All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me!” (Security / trust)

• He says, “Go and make disciples…” (Obedience)
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WHAT IS THE GOSPEL

• Gospel comes from the Greek word “evangelion (εὐαγγέλιον)” meaning good news

• Greco-Roman Background: A message from the emperor

• Jewish background: Exodus 24:6,7; Isaiah 40:9; 62:1-2

• We only understand it as good news in light of the bad news (Romans 1:18-3:20)

• This is the good news of Jesus Christ particular as it pertains to his death, resurrection, 
ascension. (1 Cor 15:1-4; Mark 1:1)

• There is only one Gospel! Galatians 1:1-7
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE GOSPELS

• Mark 1:1 “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the son of God…”

• Matthew 1:21-22 “You are to give him the name Jesus, for he will save his people from 

their sins.”

• Luke 24:7 “The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day and repentance 
and forgiveness will be preached in his name to all nations..”

• John 3:16-20: For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish. 
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NT: SHARING THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ACTS

In acts the gospel is shared with different people 19 times. Six things stand out.

1. Used the Word of God (Acts 2:17-28; 4:11; 25-26; 7; 8:32, ect)

2. Preached Christ
1. As Lord (Acts 2:36; 5:31; Acts 16:32; 17:31)

2. As crucified and risen (Acts 2:23-24;  Acts 4:10)

3. As the only Savior by which men must be saved. (Acts 2:38; 4:12)

3. Preached faith and repentance. (Acts 2:38)

4. Preached in full dependance on the Spirit (Acts 2:1)

5. Preached with boldness (fearlessly) (Acts 4)

6. Preached with the listeners in mind (Compare Acts 2 with acts 17)
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NT: GOSPEL SPREAD IN ACTS THROUGH THE 
POWER OF GOD 

• Through the power of the Holy Spirit in prayer

• Acts 1:14 “They all joined together constantly in prayer.” 

• Acts 4:31 “after they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken.”

• Acts 10-11 Prayer surrounded every aspect of the Gospel going to gentiles

• Acts 16:25 “About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God”

• Acts 20:36 “When he had said this he knelt down and prayed.”
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A MISSIONAL PRAYER

• The Lord’s Prayer
• May your kingdom so that your name would be hallowed throughout the earth
• May your kingdom come so that your will is accomplished on earth
• May your kingdom come so that the earth may again abound in prosperity, the hungry be fed, the needs of people 

met.
• May your kingdom come so that the world might be liberated from sin, and that forgiveness might wash over 

your people.
• May your kingdom come, and when the forces of darkness resist, keep us safe. 
• May your kingdom come!

• The kingdom of God only comes in and through the power of God in answer to the prayer of his Son, 
and those united to him. 
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PRAY. TRUST. OBEY

• Trust – this is Gods work not yours. 
• All authority

• I am with you always. 

• Obey – God's sovereignty motivates us in our responsibility to proclaim!
• In word

• Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. Psalm 96

• But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect.. 1 Peter 3:15

• In deed
• Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God 

on the day he visits us. 1 Peter 2:12

• “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. Matthew 7:24
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FACING A TASK UNFINISHED….

• “Facing a task unfinished
That drives us to our knees
A need that, undiminished
Rebukes our slothful ease
We, who rejoice to know Thee
Renew before Thy throne
The solemn pledge we owe Thee
To go and make Thee known

Where other lords beside Thee
Hold their unhindered sway

Where forces that defied Thee
Defy Thee still today
With none to heed their crying
For life, and love, and light
Unnumbered souls are dying
And pass into the night

We go to all the world
With kingdom hope unfurled
No other name has power to save
But Jesus Christ The Lord
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